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Montana Drought Status by County - April, 2007
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Montana Drought Status - May

Montana Drought Status by County - May, 2007
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- Extremely Dry
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H = Hydrological - Water Supplics, Streamilow, Groundwaler
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Advisory Committes strongly encourages local
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should have local drought planning efforis underway
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al the earliest opporiumin

For recommended responses, see the Montana Dirought Plan
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Governor’s Drought Advisory
Committee Meeting
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Temperature Rankings

Averaged Across Entire State

Near normal

April 2007 Statewide Ranks ¢ April 55" coldest of 113

National Climatic Data Center/NESDIS/NOAA year S

¢ Followed very warm March

Temperatu re . ot 3rd warmest
1 = Coldest ; March 2007 Statewide Ranks
113 = Warmest National Climatic Data Center/NESDIS/NOAA
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Temperature Anomalies
April 2007

.‘.i ¢ Highs

— West — Near to slightly
above normal

— Central and east — Below
to well below normal

¢ Lows

— West through south
central — Near to above
normal

— North central... central
and east — Near to below
normal




Departure from Average Temperature

¢ Warm overall

¢ Highs averaging 4

to 8 degrees above

normal

— 8to 10 degrees
above normal in
some areas east of
the divide

Lows near normal

west... slightly

above normal east



Precipitation Rankings

Averaged Across Entire State

33rd wettest

April 2007 Statewide Ranks ¢ April 33" wettest of 113

National Climatic Data Center/NESDIS/NOAA y ears

¢ Followed near normal
March

Precipitation S Near normal
1 = Driest March 2007 Statewide Ranks
113 = Wettest

National Climatic Data Center/NESDIS/NOAA

Record Much Below Mear Above Much Record
Driest Below Mormal Mormal MNormal Above Wettest
Mormal Normal

Precipitation

1 = Driest
113 = Wettest

Below
Normal



Percent of Normal Precipitation
April 2007
e am ¢ Large portion of
l o 8 ‘ state above normal

— North central
better than 200%
of normal

¢ Smaller areas below
to well below
normal

— Northwest
— Northeast
— Southeast

Percent of Mormal Precipltation
Perica orf Hersil: 1971=2000

20 490 60 83 115 130 200

NOTE: Data used fo generate this image are
PROVISIONAL AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE.



Percent of Average Precipitation
May 1 — May 21, 2007

¢ About half of
state above to
well above
normal
— East is WET
with large area
better than
300% of normal
About half of
state below to
well below
normal
— Northwest and
south central

5% to 25% of
normal



Percent of Normal Precipitation
Water Year 2007

— e -l ¢ October 2006 —
April 2007

¢ Most of state
near to above
normal
— Lost some
ground along

the northern
Rockies

recipitat)

20 40 60 85 115 150 200

NOTE: Data used lo generale this image are
PROVISIONAL AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE.



Statewide Average Precipitation
May second wettest month on average

@ Statewide Awverage Precip
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Great Falls Soi1l Moisture
¢ 12...18 and 30

0 - 8 cb = Ample moisture 12 ingh inch levels
9-15 ¢b = Adequately wet s inoh _
15-25 cb = light watering necessary MOISt
26-85 ch = watering necessary _ 15to 30 ch
Defrosting’ ¢ 61nch level
drying quickly.
with recent
warm

temperatures




National Drought Monitor
Issued May 15, 2007

May 15, 2007 ¢ Drought expansion west of
divide

— Abnormally Dry (D0) to
Moderate Drought (D1)

¢ Drought decrease south...
central and east

— Moderate Drought (D1)
removed

2 — Still'some Abnormally Dry
intensi Drought impact Types ‘. ‘ (DO) along the eastern

0 Abnormally Dry r~ Delineates dominant impacts

1 Drought - Moderate A= Agricultural (crops, pastures, bord er

2 Drought - Severe grasslands)
3 Drought - Extreme H = Hydrological {water)

r forecast stateme
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El Nino / La Nina
¢ EI Nino /La Nina conditions currently in neutral phase

¢ Transition from neutral to La Nina conditions (below normal sea
surface temperatures) possible during next 2-3 months
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June Outlook

Temperature
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¢ Southwest —33% to 40% chance
temperatures will be above normal

¢ Remainder of Montana — No forecast
skill

— Equal chances temperatures will be
above... below or. near normal

ONE-MONTH OUTLOOK
PRECIPITATION PROBABILITY R RECCE
0.5 MONTH LERD

VALID JUN 2007

MADE 17 MAY 2007 ' !

¢ No forecast skill across most of
Montana...

— Equal chances precipitation will/be
above... below or near normal

Small area extreme southwest with
33% to 40% chance for below normal
precipitation




July — September Outlook

33% to 40% chance of above normal
temperatures across all of Montana

West and central Montana... 33% to
40% chance of below normal
precipitation

East — No forecast skill

— Equal chances precipitation will/be
above... below or near normal




Drought Outlook through June

Issued May 17, 2007

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
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